
 
 
“Support the Completion of the 241 Toll Road! 
241 Toll Road Completion Will Provide a Needed Inla nd 
Alternative to Interstate 5”  
Critical Coastal Commission hearing begins Feb. 6 

 
Transportation Corridors October Dinner Presentatio n  
by Tom Margro, CEO, Transportation Corridor Agencie s 
 
 
December Update:   The final segment of the 241 Toll Road – a 16-mile stretch 
from Rancho Santa Margarita that will connect to Interstate 5 on Camp 
Pendleton – is an essential piece of the region’s master plans for transportation 
and would provide a valuable alternative to Interstate 5. The Coastal Commission 
will vote on the project at the Commission’s Feb. 6 and 7 meeting in San Diego. 
The Commissioners need to hear from residents and commuters who support the 
241. Visit www.RelieveTraffic.org for sample letters and how you can help. 
 
There is no doubt that this project is needed to address growing regional 
congestion. Today, approximately 126,000 vehicles cross the San Diego 
County/Orange County border on I-5 each weekday. This number will grow to 
201,000 – a 60 percent increase – by 2025. Without the toll road, thousands of 
additional vehicles will crawl along Interstate 5 and slow goods movement 
between Los Angeles and San Diego.  
 
During traffic accidents, fires and other emergencies, it is essential to have 
redundancies in our transportation system and it makes sense for drivers to have 
a secondary route between San Diego and Orange County.  
 
In addition to serving a clear, growing need, the toll road is also a financial win for 
the public. The project is a public-private partnership funded by private investors 
– not tax dollars. 
 
The Coastal Commission staff has already gone on record saying their preferred 
traffic relief solution is to bulldoze more than 1,200 homes and businesses along 
I-5 as an alternative to completing the 241 Toll Road, which goes around San 
Clemente and takes no homes or businesses.  
 
 



October CMAA Dinner Presentation:  Foothill-South is the final segment of an 
innovative Southern California roadway system. More than 300,000 daily trips 
are taken on the 51-mile system, a network of roads that were constructed as toll 
roads because the state did not have the money to build them. The final piece of 
the puzzle, a 16-mile portion of the 241 Toll Road called Foothill-South, will 
stretch from the current end of the 241 in Rancho Santa Margarita to connect 
with Interstate 5 near San Clemente. The road will offer an inland alternative to 
Interstate 5. 
 
In South Orange County, the existing Toll Roads have been a boon to the 
community’s quality of life and have provided significant traffic relief for residents 
and businesses throughout the region. Without these needed thoroughfares 
providing a convenient and free-flowing transportation alternative, South Orange 
County’s streets would be jammed and the I-5 Freeway would be even worse 
that it already is.  
 
The 241 will address growing congestion in Southern California. More than 
618,000 new jobs and 240,000 new homes will be added to Orange County and 
Northern San Diego County between 2005 and 2025. Today, about 126,000 
vehicles cross the Orange/San Diego County line on I-5 each weekday. This 
number will balloon to 201,000 – a 60 percent increase – by 2025. Southern 
Orange County and Northern San Diego County rely on I-5 as the only major 
north-south artery. A significant accident or natural disaster impacting I-5 
completely gridlocks the region. The 241 is a practical long-term solution to 
growth that is coming regardless of whether the toll road is built.  
 
The route for Foothill-South was the consensus choice of the Environmental 
Protection Agency, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and other federal resource 
agencies. It has been approved locally by the Foothill/Eastern Transportation 
Corridor Agency, which operates the existing portion of the 241 Toll Road, but 
still requires permits from various federal and state agencies. Many of these 
agencies have been working with TCA throughout the six-year environmental 
review process. They have helped address air, water and environmental issues 
and ensure as little impact as possible. As part of the project, TCA developed a 
water quality plan in which all roadway runoff is treated and cleaned of pollutants 
before it reaches local creeks and ultimately, the ocean. As an extra project 
benefit, detention basins will be built to capture runoff from a two-mile portion of 
I-5 that is currently untreated. 
 
The last segment of the 241 Toll Road has been carefully planned to balance the 
need for mobility with environmental protection. The route was chosen because it 
delivers the specific goals of traffic relief, environmental sensitivity and avoidance 
of homes and businesses. The TCA is in the process of obtaining approvals and 
needs the support of local residents and businesses. To find out more about 
Foothill-South and how you can help, visit www.relievetraffic.org.     
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