
 
 

16th Annual Awards and Scholarships Banquet 
 

The CMAA Southern California Chapter is pleased to report an unprecedented 
attendance at our 2008 Annual Awards Banquet held on April 02, 2008 at the 

LAX Marriott. Almost 700 owners, practitioners and associates witnessed 
the recognition of scholastic and professional  excellence as well as 

honored those Owners who have supported the Chapter and advanced the 
use of Construction Management. Our principal owner honoree, Mr. Will 

Kempton – Director of the California Department of Transportation (Cal Trans), 
was unable to attend and was substituted by his Chief Deputy Director Mr. 

Randall Iwasaki. Mr. Iwasaki provided valuable insight into the future of 
transportation in California and the importance of the Construction Management 

community in helping the agency realize its goals.  And special thanks to our 
Master of Ceremonies, Joe Seibold, Pinnacle One. 

 

 
 

Randall Iwasaki, P.E. 
Chief Deputy Director 

California Department of Transportation 
  



 
 

 
The 2008 Scholarship Award Recipients 

 
$7,000 RECIPIENT 

Michael Van Groningen , Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo 
 

$4,000 RECIPIENTS 
Bonnie Ellen Verry,  Cal Poly, Pomona 

Bryant Ismerio,  Cal Poly, Pomona 
Shannan Balzer,  Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo 

Antonio Mendez,  Cal State, Northridge 

 
$2,000 RECIPIENTS 

Jeff Bowling,  USC 
Ashlynn Whitman,  Cal Poly, Pomona 

Viridiana Martino,  USC 
 

$1,000 RECIPIENTS 
Jason Montgomery, Cal Poly, Pomona 

Farideh Farzaneh, USC 
Alvin Ta,  Cal Poly, Pomona 

Ryan Brown, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo 
Signo Jesse Uddenberg,  USC 

Enrique Valera,  Cal Poly, Pomona 
Joshua Morton,  Cal Poly, Pomona 

Hossein Ataei,  USC 
 

Thank you to all who attended and made this event successful. 
All proceeds from the event go directly into our  

2009 Scholarship Fund. 
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Our 2008 Distinguished Owner Honorees 
Jim Bourgart 

Deputy Secretary for Transportation and Infrastructure Business 
California Transportation and Housing Agency 

Larry Eisenberg 
Executive Director for Facilities Planning & Development 

Los Angeles Community College District 

Doug Failing 
Director 

CALTRANS District 7 

John Keever 
Chief – Construction Operations Division 

US Army Corps of Engineers 

Art Leahy 
Chief Executive Officer 

Orange County Transportation Authority 

Guy Mehula 
Chief Facilities Executive 

Los Angeles Unified School District 

Tom Margro 
Chief Executive Officer, Transportation Corridor Agencies 

City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Engineering 

Gary Lee Moore 
City Engineer 

City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Engineering 

KN Murthy 
Deputy Chief Capital Management Officer, Construction Project Management 

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 

Shaun Shahrestani 
Chief Harbor Engineer 

Port of Los Angeles 

Doug Thiessen 
Managing Director of Engineering 

Port of Long Beach 

Richard Thorpe 
Chief Executive Officer 

Exposition Metroline Construction Authority 



 

Our       2008 Project Achievement Award Winners 

 
Best Private Over $100M Award 

 
Huntington Hospital  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Best Public Over $100M Award 
 
 

 
Runway 25L Relocation 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Best Public ($51-$100M) 
 

 
 
 

Pasadena City Hall Seismic Rehabilitation and Renovation 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Best Public ($11-$50M) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Los Angeles Southwest College Child Development Center 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Best Public Under $10M 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Junior Air Force ROTC Facility at Valencia High School 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Honorable Mention Over $100M 
 
 

 
 
 

Garden Grove Fwy (SR-22) HOV Lane Design-Build Project 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Honorable Mention ($11-$50M) 

 

 
 

I-15 New Freeway Interchange at Cantu/Galleano Ranch Road  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Honorable Mention Under $10M 
 

 
 

Metrolink Tunnel 26 Safety Improvements 
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