
 

LACCD: HELPING BUILD THE BRIDGE BETWEEN TODAY'S GRE EN JOBS AND 
TOMORROW'S CAREERS 

It's no secret that the construction industry has experienced, over the past couple of 
years, a green evolution which has led to new opportunities for development and 
growth.     

The Los Angeles Community College District (LACCD) knows a thing or two about new 
opportunities for growth and 'going green.'  Serving 36 cities throughout Los Angeles 
County, the LACCD is honored to have been given the chance to upgrade, rehabilitate 
and modernize all nine of its colleges. With the ultimate goal to build green and live 
green, the District partnered with leading environmental organizations to develop what 
would become one of the largest public sector sustainable building efforts in the U.S.  
The new policy mandated that all new buildings funded with at least 50 percent bond 
(District received more than $2.2 billion in bond funding) dollars be developed to meet 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED™) standards, becoming one of 
the largest public sector sustainable building efforts in the United States.   

From using green building standards for construction to developing a curriculum for the 
new green economy, LACCD is also preparing students to take on the jobs of the 21st 
century.  The curriculum is designed to meet the needs of the growing green sector and 
to anticipate the jobs needed in the near future.  All nine colleges are dedicated to 
training students for jobs for the new green economy in various fields including 
business, architecture, design, construction, utilities and transportation. In addition, 
students receiving a general education will be exposed to sustainable concepts and 
programs.  

This will continue to be impactful to the construction industry, which is currently 
experiencing an upsurge in green development and related technology, over the coming 
years.  

But LACCD's impact on the construction industry doesn't end there.  The District's 
sustainable construction program has not only benefited the environment but has 
affected the regional economy.  To date, more than 72 percent of its "professional 
services and construction work" have gone to local, small, emerging and disabled-
veteran enterprise businesses.  The latest figures show that more than $692 million in 
bond funding has been contracted out to these businesses strengthening our 
communities.   

 



More than five years later, the District is bearing the fruit of its labor with three buildings 
completed, more than a dozen under construction and several more in the planning 
stages.  Many of these buildings will be the first of their kind in their respective 
communities making them a source of pride for both students and local residents.    

For more information on the District's bond construction program or to learn how you 
can do business with the LACCD visit our website, www.LACCDBuildsGreen.org.  
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East Los Angeles College celebrated Earth Day by 'F lipping the Switch' on the 
College’s newly completed $9 million solar project.  The clean, renewable energy 
produced by ELAC's solar farm will meet nearly 45 p ercent of the college’s 
energy needs by generating 1.9 million kilowatt-hou rs of electricity per year, 
saving ELAC an estimated $270,000 annually. 
 



 

Kids and teachers from Los Angeles Southwest Colleg e’s newly completed $23 
million LEED certified™ Child Development Complex an d Education Center 
gathered last Fall to celebrate the official openin g of the building. 

 
Los Angeles Mission College’s new $34 million green  Health and Physical 
Education Fitness Center is currently under constru ction.  Estimated completion 
is Fall 2008  


